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Though love enter by the sight                           5

To the heart, it doth not fly
From the mind, when from the eve

The fair objects take their flight.

But since want provokes desire,

When we lose what we before                        10

Have enjoy'd, as we want more,
So is love more set on fire.

Love doth with an hungry eye

Glut on beauty; and you may

Safer snatch the tiger's prey,                         15

Than his vital food deny.

Yet though absence for a space

Sharpen the keen appetite,

Long continuance doth quite
All love's characters efface:                               20

For the sense not fed denies

Nourishment unto the mind,

Which with expectation pin'd,
Love of a consumption dies.

IV. INCOMMUNICABILITY OF LOVE

Question.         BY what power was love confin'd

To one object ?    Who can bind,
Or fix a limit to the free-born mind ?

Answer.          Nature: for as bodies may

Move at once but in one way,                           5

So nor can minds to more than one love stray.

Question.         Yet I feel a double smart,

Love's twinn'd flame, his forked dart.
Answer.    Then hath wild lust; not love, possessed thy heart.

Question.         Whence springs love?     Answer, From beauty.
Question. Why                                         10

Should th' effect not multiply
As fast i' th' heart, as doth the cause ij thj eye?

Answer.          When two beauties equal are,

Sense preferring neither fair,
Desire stands still, distracted 'twixt the pair.          15